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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  1932. 


Mr.  CHAIRMAN  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I hav'e  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  information  and 
consideration  my  annual  report  on  the  Vdtal  Statistics  of  the  district, 
and  matters  relative  thereto, 

AREA — 913  acres. 

POPULATION— 19,790. 

This  hgure,  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  purports  to 
represent  the  resid(:nt  population  of  the  area,  and  so  differs  from 
the  1931  Census. 

The  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  4,397,  giving  4..> 
persons  per  house  and  21  persons  per  acre. 

The  rateable  value  has  been  reduced  by  the  de-rating  of 
industrial  hereditaments  according  to  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1929,  Part  \T.  This  de-rating  loss  is  compensated  for  by 
Exchequer  Grants  totalling  on  the  average  to  £\\,1{)2  annually. 

Rates:  The  District  Rate  was  14 '0  in  the  / for  the  twelve 
months. 

Local  Features. 

The  District  is  situated  in  South  Staffordshire,  having  to  the 
north  the  Urban  District  of  W'illenhall,  to  the  east  the  County 
Borough  of  Walsall,  to  the  south  the  Borough  of  Wcdnesburv,  ajui 
to  the  west  the  Url)an  District  of  Bilston.  The  subsoil  is  mostly 
clay  overlaying  the  coal  measures  and  the  natural  drainage  is  into 
the  tributaries  of  the  river  Tame. 

Of  its  total  area  of  913  acres  some  23  acres  are  water,  and 
there  are  some  20  miles  of  roadway. 

The  principal  manufactures  arc  bolts,  and  nuts,  all  kinds  of 
screws,  railway  fastenings  and  general  ironwork,  roof  bridges  and 
girders,  every  variety  of  wrought  and  cast  iron  work,  files,  latch.es, 
axle  pulleys,  hat  and  coat  hooks,  wire  gauges  and  gun-locks,  candles 
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and  soap — the  export  trade  in  each  case  being  considerable  fWPing 
times  of  prosperity. 

The  great  engineering  works  employ  a large  number  of  hands, 
and  the  making  of  bridges  and  roofs,  motor  car  and  wagon  frames, 
and  various  parts  for  aeroplanes  has  developed  rapidly  in  recent 
years. 

Uarlaston  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  South  Stalfordshire 
Water  Coy.,  special  rates  being  quoted  to  large  consumers  for 
trade  purposes. 

Gas  is  obtained  from  the  Birmingham  Corporation. 

Electricity  is  supplied  by  the  Midland  Electric  Corporation 
for  Power  Distribution,  Ltd. 

The  L.M.S.  Station  at  Darlaston  is  located  at  James  Bridge, 
on  the  soutskirts  of  the  district,  and  is  linked  up  with  all  the 
important  towns  thereby.  The  town  is  also  well  connected  up 
with  the  nearbv  towns,  Walsall,  Wolverhampton,  Birmingham, 
and  the  smaller  towns,  by  various  motor  bus  services,  controlled 
by  the  Walsall  and  Wolverhampton  Corporations,  and  the  Midland 
Bus  Company. 

A branch  of  the  Birmingham  Canal  Navigations  runs  through 
the  whole  length  of  the  northern,  eastern  and  western  portions 
of  the  town,  many  of  the  works  being  in  connection  therewith  by 
means  of  wharves. 

The  population  is  mostly  an  artisan  one,  the  people  being 
engaged  in  iron  and  galvanized  iron  works. 

BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  was  ...  ...  ...  345 

Legitimate  ...  162  males  ; 174  females. 

Illegitimate  ...  5 ,,  4 

The  birth  rate  was  17.43,  compared  with  20.83  in  1931  and  21.10 
in  1930. 

The  total  number  of  still  births  was  ...  ...  ...  5 

Legitimate  ...  4 males  ; 1 female. 

Illegitimate  ...  Nil.  Nil. 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  is  ...  14.28 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  ...  ...  209 

Males  ...  103  ; Females  ...  106. 

giving  a death  rate  of  10.56,  compared  with  11.6  in  1931  and  11.26 
in  1930. 
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N umber  of  women  dying  in  consequence 


of  child-birth  was  1 

Rate  per  1,(100  live  and 
still  births. 


Number  of  deaths  from  — 
puerperal  sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes 
Total 


Nil.  Nil. 

1 2.85 

1 2.85 


rNFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  under  one  year  was  21,  being  in 
the  proportion  of  7 males  and  14  females,  none  being  illegitimate. 
Death  rates  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

(1)  All  infants  per  thousand  li\-e  births  ...  ...  60.87 

(2)  Legitimate  infants  per  thousand  Legitimate  live  births  62.5 

(3)  Illegitimate  infants  ,,  Illegitimate  ...  Nil. 

For  the  previous  year  the  rate  per  1,000  live  births  was  ...  81.3 


Analysis  of  causes  of  deaths  of  infants  : — 

Prematurity  and  Debility  ...  ...  ...  0 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  (Broncho)  ...  ...  7 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  and  ^Malformations  ...  3 

Marasmus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gastro  lAiteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


MEASLES. 

(All  Ages). 

1 female  death  was  attributable  to  this  disease.  There  were 
2 deaths  in  103 1 . 

Home  nursing  in  necessitious  cases  of  complicated  measles  and 
whooping  cough  in  children  under  5 years  of  age. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  were  made  between 
the  local  nursing  institute  and  the  local  authoritv  wherebv  the 
local  medical  })ractitioners  could  call  in  nursing  assistance  for 
cases  of  these  types. 

The  lirst  case  to  be  dealt  with  under  this  arrangement 
occurred  on  2nd  (Jctober  1032,  and  8 of  these  cases  were  dealt 
with  during  the  year. 

4 he  district  nurses  in  all  paid  147  visits  in  carrying  out  the 
nursing  of  these  cases. 
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During  the  year  1 death  only  was  directly  attributable  to 
measles  in  spite  of  the  somewhat  high  incidence  of  the  disease. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  scheme  has  proved  a great  boon  to 
the  little  sufferers,  many  of  whom,  1 understand,  were  desperately 
ill  and  in  great  need  of  expert  nursing  attention. 

The  terms  under  which  the  local  nursing  institute  undertook 
this  work  were  that  the  Authority  paid  the  cost  of  all  equipment 
and  in  addition  at  the  rate  of  2/-  per  nurse’s  visit.  -Up  to  the  end 
of  the  year  the  Council  was  called  upon  to  pay  £21  2s.  hd.,  including 
cost  of  equipment,  which  latter  amounted  to  £Q  8s.  6d. 

WHOOPIMG  COUGH. 

Three  deaths  were  recorded  from  tliis  complaint  : 1 male  and 
2 females,  there  being  5 deaths  in  the  previous  year. 

CHSCKEN  POX. 

This  is  not  now  a notihable  disease,  although  actual  and 
suspected  cases  amongst  school  children  are  reported  by  the  Head 
Teachers  on  forms  provided  by  the  County  Education  Committee. 

DBARRHOEA. 

This  disease  accounted  for  I male  death  in  a child  under  two 
years  of  age.  Three  deaths  occurred  in  the  previous  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

19  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notihed  during  the  year  with 
1 female  death.  Four  of  these  cases  were  moved  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  27  cases  were  reported  in  the  previous  year  with  23 
removals  and  no  deaths. 


Enteric  Fever. 

No  case  of  Enteric  Fever  has  been  notihed  since  1917. 


Diphtheria. 

13  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported  during  the  year,  2 of  which 
were  moved  to  the  isolation  hospital,  one  requiring  surgical 
treatment  being  moved  to  West  Bromwich. 

No  deaths  were  recorded  from  this  disease,  lb  cases  were 
reported  in  the  previous  year  with  3 deaths. 
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Pneumonia  and  Other  Respiratory  Diseases. 

34  cases  of  notifiable  Pneumonia  were  recorded,  compared 
with  5o  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these  34  notified  cases  fi  persons 
died  of  lobar  pneumonia  and  1 from  influenzal  pneumonia. 

Deaths  from  this  and  other  respiratory  diseases  are  as  follows  : 
Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  7 males  ; S females. 

Pneumonia  (all  former.)  ...  ...  8 ,,  b 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  3 ,,  1 

Total  ...  32. 

compared  with  45  deaths  in  the  previous  vear  from  similar  causes. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

4 cases  were  notified,  compared  with  8 in  the  previous  vear. 
Of  these  2 were  treated  at  home  and  2 were  mo\-ed  to  hospital. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease  and  vision  in  all  four  cases 
lemained  unimpaired. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

No  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified  compared  with  one 
last  year. 

No  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  was  recorded  during  the  vear. 


Influenza. 


5 deaths  were  attributed  to  this  complaint,  compared  with  2 
last  year. 


Cancer  and  Malignant  Disease. 

These  diseases  accounted  for  3(5  deaths,  1 1 moic  than  last 


year. 

These  deaths  occurred  in  19  males  and  17  females.  The 
following  are  the  deaths  from  cancer  and  malignant  disease 
recordecl  during  the  past  ten  years  : — 


1932 

1931 

19.39 

1929 

1928 

1927 

192(5 

1925 

1924 

1923 


3(5 

25 

19 

24 

32 

28 

15 

17 
19 

18 


233 


Total 


The  percentage  of  deaths  from  Cancer  and  Malignant  Disease 
to  total  deaths  is  17.22,  compared  with  10.72  for  last  year. 

Tuberculosis. 

New  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  reported  during  the 
year  totalled  35  ; 17  males  and  18  females. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was 
17  (11  males,  6 females),  compared  with  16  deaths  in  the  previous 
year. 

8 new  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  recorded 
with  3 deaths. 

The  following  indicates  the  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
notihed  during  the  past  ten  years,  with  the  number  of  deaths 
recorded  : 


1932 

Year. 

Notihcations. 

Deaths. 

1932 

35 

17 

1931 

36 

16 

1930 

25 

24 

1929 

37 

17 

1928 

58 

21 

1927 

37 

13 

1926 

46 

26 

1925 

27 

18 

1924 

20 

1923 

21 

21 

Death  rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  to  total  death  rate 
was  8.13. 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuber- 
culosis deaths  is  as  4 is  to  20. 

Inquests. 

6 deaths  occurred  from  violence,  with  the  addition  of  2 
suicides  ; 8 deaths  compared  with  11  in  the  previous  year. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Centre  is  most  centrally  and  favourably  situated  in 
Rectory  Avenue  and  consists  of  two  rooms,  one  of  which  is  used 
jointly  as  a waiting  and  weighing  room,  and  the  other  as  the 
doctor’s  room. 

There  is  also  a small  kitchen  with  a necessary  gas  hre  and 
geyser.  This  room  is  used  for  minor  dressings,  etc. 


This  accommodation  is  becoming  noticeably  limited,  especially 
on  ante-natal  clinic  sessions,  when  it  is  desirable  that  the  utm.ost 
privacy  is  called  for* 

The  staff  consists  of  a Medical  Officer  and  two  whole-time 
health  visitors. 

The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  the  year’s  work  :■ — 

Live  births  notified  under  N.B.  Act,  1907  ...  934- 

Still  births  notified  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  ...  .998 

Live  births  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  945 

Still  births  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Home  visits  paid  by  health  visitors  during  the  year  : 

First  visits  to  infants  under  J year  ...  ...  959 

Total  visits  to  children  under  1 year  ...  ...  9241 

Total  visits  to  children  1-  -5  years  ...  ...  9999 

Total  ...  00.94 

Centre. 

Number  of  times  opened  ...  ...  ...  9S 

Attendances  of  children  ; under  1 year  (first  visits)...  255 

1 — 5 years  (first  visits)  ...  .94 

Total  ...  289 

Total  attendances  of  children  : under  1 year  ...  94<)0 

I — 5 years  ...  1878 

Total  ...  5908 

1 he  average  attendance  per  session  ...  ...  .■')4 

The  centre  is  opened  twice  weekly,  afternoon  sessions  on 
Monday  and  Wednesday:  the  Medical  Officer  attending  at  each 
session. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Number  of  times  clinic  opened  ...  ...  ^4 

This  clinic  is  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursday  in 
each  month.  It  is  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Council. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  of  exjiectant  mothers  108 

The  total  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended 
at  the  clinic  during  the  year  ...  ... 

Average  number  of  attendances  per  session  ...  7 

Home  visits  to  expectant  mothers  ...  ...  195 
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It  will  be  noted  that  17.7  per  cent,  of  all  expectant  m("ers 
during  1932  attended  the  ante-natal  clinic.  The  clinic  is  pro- 
gressing very  satisfactorily,  attendances  having  further  increased. 
Abnormal  cases  are  dealt  with  at  the  Maternity  Department  of  the 
Women's  Hospital,  Wolverhampton.  10  cases  in  all  have  been 
sent  there  during  the  year. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

4 cases  have  been  notified,  2 of  which  were  treated  at  hospital 
and  2 nursed  at  home. 

Total  number  of  home  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  was  22. 

Tuberculosis. 


Notifications  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

First  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  769 

Number  of  cases  on  the  books  on  31st  December  ...  146 

There  is  one  case  provided  with  a shelter. 


OTHER  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

All  orthopaedic  cases  in  children  under  5 years  are  dealt  with 
at  the  Orthopaedic  Department,  Wolverhampton  Hospital,  the 
Local  Authority  being  responsible  for  the  financial  side  of  the 
treatment. 

Ailing  babies  are  provided  for  at  the  Manor  Hospital,  Walsall. 
There  are  no  special  arrangements  for  unmarried  mothers  or 
illegitinate  or  homeless  children. 

Health  Visiting. 

Every  child  under  one  year  is  visited  monthly  ; between  the 
ages  of  1 and  2,  quarterly  ; and  between  2 and  5,  every  six  months. 
It  is  found  that  this  arrangement  provides  adequate  supervision 
of  the  children  up  to  schoool  age. 

One  Health  Visitor  carries  out  the  duties  of  Infant  Protection 
Visitor. 


HOSPITALS. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  dealt  with  at  the  Council’s 
infectious  diseases  hospital.  Heath  Road,  Darlaston,  where  there 
is  accommodation  for  36  patients  in  two  separate  blocks.  One  block 
consists  of  a converted  dwelling  with  kitchen,  bath  and  fittings, 
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accommodation,  etc.,  and  three  wards  with  accommoda- 
tion for  7 beds.  The  other  isolation  block  consisting  of  two  wards 
and  nurses’  bedrooms  is  capable  of  holding  24  beds.  There  is 
separate  bath  and  lavatory  accommodation,  also  kitchen  and  hot 
water  supply. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

This  is  situated  in  Russell  Street,  Wednesbury,  about  1 mile 
from  the  centre  of  the  town.  The  male  sanatorium  is  at  Prestwood, 
females  are  chiefly  sent  to  Yarnheld,  near  Stone,  and  children  to 
Himley. 

Small  Pox  Hospital. 

This  is  under  the  control  of  the  Small  Pox  joint  Hospital 
Board  of  which  Darlaston  is  a constituent  authority. 

Venereal. 

This  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council  by  whom 
arrangements  have  been  made  with  various  voluntary  hospitals  for 
the  establishment  of  special  Clinics  for  the  treatment  of  the  disease. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  at  the  County  Laboratory  for  the 
examination  of  specimens  from  the  treatment  centres  and  from 
Medical  Practitioners  in  the  district. 

Ambulance. 

There  are  two  motor  ambulances,  one  for  the  removal  of 
infectious  cases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  other  for  non- 
infectious  cases  and  accidents.  They  are  both  under  the  control 
of  the  Local  Authority. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. 

These  are  carried  out  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council 
at  the  County  Laboratory,  Stafford. 

Samples  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  also  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Acts,  arc  taken  by  the  County  Authorities  who  also 
undertake  their  examination. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

These  investigations  are  undertaken  by  the  Countv  C«nincil. 

School  Clinic. 

This  is  located  in  St.  George’s  Schools.  The  Green,  Darlaston. 
and  is  under  the  control  of  the  Count v Council.  The  School 
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Medical  Officer  attends  the  Clinic  one  half-day  each  week  a^  at 
arranged  periods.  There  are  also  visiting  Specialists  for  dental 
work,  an  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  who  attends  once  every  two  weeks 
and  by  appointment,  also  an  Ear  and  Throat  Specialist.  There  are 
two  full  time  Nurses  in  attendance. 

NURSING  INSTITUTE. 

Mid  wives.  ' - 

There  are  live  registered  midwives  practising  in  the  district, 
two  being  attached  to  the  staff  of  the  Nursing  Institute,  Station 
Street,  Darlaston.  There  are  also  two  General  Nurses  on  the  staff 
of  the  Nursing  Institute,  the  work  being  carried  on  by  the  Darlaston 
Nursing  Association. 

Mortuary. 

This  is  situated  to  the  rear  of  the  Town  Hall.  Hand  ambulance, 
instruments  and  necessary  equipment  are  provided. 

HOUSING. 

The  total  number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Authority  was  141 
of  which  26  have  been  erected  under  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  to 
re-house  persons  displaced  by  the  closure  or  demolition  of  unht 
properties.  A total  of  148  persons  have  been  displaced  and  re-housed 
in  these  26  houses,  a further  61  having  been  found  accommodation 
in  houses  of  the  1924  type. 

Those  persons  accommodated  in  1930  type  houses  pay  a 
weekly  rental  of  6/-  gross  in  six  instances,  and  in  the  remaining 
20  instances,  6/6  gross. 

Those  re-housed  in  1924  type  houses  pay  the  ordinary  rents 
charged  for  houses  of  this  character. 

The  conditions  which  are  adversely  affecting  and  aggravating 
the  housing  needs  of  the  working  classes  of  the  district  can  be 
summarised  so  ; — 

(1)  The  prevalence  of  much  worn-out,  old  properties  of  the 
court  type,  which  no  measure  of  reconstruction  can  render 
reasonably  lit  and  habitable. 

There  are  80  courts  to  which  340  houses  immediately 
adjoin  as  back  properties  in  the  district. 

(2)  The  existence  of  80  houses  of  the  back-to-back  type. 

(3)  The  serious  overcrowding  per  house.  This  is  apparent 
from  the  fact  that  many  persons  are  living  as  sub-tenants 
or  lodgers. 

(4)  The  fact  that  1,851  houses  in  the  area  have  but  two 
bedrooms  and  109  houses  have  only  one  bedroom. 

(5)  The  natural  growth  of  the  population. 
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Applicants  for  Houses. 


No.  in  Family 

Tenant 

.'\pplicant.s 

Sub-tenant 

Applicants 

TOTAL 

2 

34 

122 

1 50 

3—4 

118 

173 

291 

~) 

50 

20 

70 

() 

44 

19 

03 

7 

37 

() 

43 

8 

20 

39 

05 

309 

379 

088 

A study  of  the  above  table  of  applicants  for  new  houses  pro- 
vides some  interesting  information  which  I would  earnestly  ask 
you  to  consider. 

From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen,  for  example,  that — 

(1)  There  are  ()88  applicants  of  which  375)  are  sub-tenants. 

(2)  That  there  are  39  families  with  S in  family  who  are  living 
as  sub-tenants,  or,  again,  there  are  173  families  with 
3 to  4 in  family  who  are  also  li\'ing  as  sub-tenants. 

(3)  There  are  122  sub-tenants,  the  majority  of  whom  must  be 
legal ded  as  newly-married  couples,  or,  lor  the  time  being 
are  compelled  to  seek  accommodation  and  what  home 
comforts  they  can  get  with  their  parents,  or  as  lodgers 
elsewhere.  This  1 would  stress  as  most  unsatisfactorv. 

Hearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  this  hgiire  (122)  is  an 
ever  increasing  one,  year  by  year,  and  as  their  families 
increase  it  must  follow  that  some  provision  for  them  shoukl 
be  made  in  any  future  housing  scheme  if  they  are  not  to 
fleveloj)  into  new  and  additional  cases  of  overcrowding. 

(4)  If  we  exclude  these  122  cases  from  the  total  number  of 
sub-tenants  (379)  we  are  still  left  with  27)7  sub-tenant 
lamilies  who  arc  living  in  overcrowded  conditions. 

The  lemedy  of  the  condition  of  these  aiij'ilicants  can  onl\- 
be  brought  about  by  the  erection  by  the  Local  Authoritv 
01  other  means  of  lurther  houses. 

It  should  be  realised  then  that  there  are  at  least  379  sub- 
tenant families  who  urgently  need  to  be  catered  for  in  some  wav. 


It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  Government  sinP.dy 
to  encourage  the  erection  of  houses  of  the  1924  type  will  not 
impede  building  progress,  and  that  some  means  will  be  devised  to 
cope  with  this  aspect  of  overcrowding  of  the  housing  problem. 

The  fact  that  141  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the 
year  might  by  some  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  if  building  by 
private  enterprise  or  other  means  had  in  any  way  kept  pace  with 
the  Authority.  It  hardly  needs  to  be  pointed  out  that  at  least 
a reasonable  standard  of  both  comfort  and  convenience  should 
obtain  in  the  poorer  working  class  home,  but  neither  of  these  can 
in  any  way  be  found  in  the  majority  of  court  properties  which 
abound  so  in  the  area,  and  I believe  that  it  is  impossible  to  obtain 
either  in  properties  of  this  type.  One  has  only  to  note  the  decrepit 
state  of  most  of  these  properties  to  conclude  that  their  owners, 
too,  realise  that  it  is  beyond  them  no  matter  what  resources  they 
have  or  however  keen  they  may  be,  to  attempt  to  make  these 
dwellings  reasonably  healthy  and  ht  places  for  their  fellow  towns- 
people to  dwell. 

Looked  at  from  a sanitary  standpoint  these  court  dwellings 
sho  ,v  features  which  cannot  fail  sooner  or  later  to  affect  adyersely 
the  health  of  their  inmates.  They  are,  almost  without  exception, 
congested,  oyer-crowded,  damp,  lacking  in  interior  lighting  and 
free  yentilation,  and  are  domestically  thoroughly  inconyenient. 
I haye  seen  some  very  braye  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Darlaston 
house-wives  to  maintain  their  homes  in  a decent  and  cleanly 
condition  where  everything  that  could  be  kept  clean  was  clean, 
but  in  too  many  instances  this  is  well  nigh  impossible  in  houses 
of  this  type. 

There  appears  only  one  satisfactory  and  economical  way  of 
dealing  with  this  class  of  property,  and  that  is  the  clearance  of  the 
back  properties  whereby  houses  fronting  the  courts  may  be  so 
improved.  This  matter  is  dealt  with  at  greater  length  in  your 
Housing  Officer's  report,  to  which  1 would  draw  your  attention. 
Action  on  these  lines  would  be  a very  favourable  step  towards 
the  town’s  improved  housing  conditions. 

Public  Health  Staff. 

The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  consists  of  a Medical 
Officer  who  has  a portion  of  his  time  allotted  to  him  to  carry  out 
his  duties  as  M.O.H.  He  also  acts  as  medical  officer  for  the  Welfare 
Centre  and  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

One  qualified  sanitary  inspector  who  holds  the  diploma  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  and  the  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate, 
granted  by  that  Institute. 


One  unqualified  assistant  who  carries  out  routine  duties  in 
connection  with  nuisances,  investigations,  refuse  removal,  dis- 
infection of  houses  and  bedding,  stoving  of  verminous  houses,  etc. 
There  is  no  clerical  assistance  available  in  the  Health  Department 
and  the  sanitary  inspector  is  called  upon  to  deal  with  all  routine 
clerical  work.  This  arrangement,  now,  limits  by  about  half  the 
time  the  inspector  can  .spend  on  "outside”  work — work  for  which  he 
is  specially  well  qualified  and  for  which  he  was  primarily  appointed. 
In  view  of  the  extra  duties  which  year  by  year  are  being  added  to 
the  inspector’s  work,  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  necessary  that 
he  be  relieved  of  this  routine  clerical  work  if  the  present  good 
sanitary  standards  which  he  has  been  in  the  main  instrumental 
in  obtaining  in  the  town,  are  to  be  maintained.  To  me  it  appears 
thoroughly  uneconomical  that  some  d0%  of  a skilled  inspector’s 
time  should  be  taken  up  with  work  which  might  well  be  relegated 
to  a junior  clerk. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Board  W'orks  for  tlie  bacteriological 
treatment  of  the  sewage  of  the  district  were  completed  and  came  into 
operation  in  the  fall  of  1924. 

The  installation  to  treat  a D.W.F.  of  480,000  gallons  per  24 
hours,  based  on  a water  consumption  of  2b  gallons  per  head,  consists 
of  Screening  and  Detritus  Chambers,  Rectangular  Sedimentation 
Tanks,  Circular  Septic  Tanks,  hve  Circular  Filters,  and  one  Humus 
Taidv.  The  flow  in  excess  of  three  times  the  D.W.F.  is  conveyed  to 
two  Storm  W'ater  Tanks  having  a capacity  of  one-third  the  D.W.F. 

The  whole  of  the  sludge  from  the  above  tanks  is  gravitated  to 
a pump  well  and  pumped  on  to  Sludge  Drying  F)eds. 

The  total  area  of  the  sludge  beds  in  use  at  the  present  time 
being  a little  over  one  acre.  The  capacity  of  the  filters  is  being 
overtaxed  owing  to  the  D.W.F.  having  exceeded  the  maximum 
quantity  allowed  for.  Ih-ovision  will  have  to  be  made  in  the  near 
future  to  deal  with  this  increased  flow,  and  so  avoid  improperlv 
treated  sewage  causing  contamination  of  the  brook. 

List  of  Acts,  Bye-Laws  and  Local  Regulations  relating  to  Public 

Health  in  force  in  the  district. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  189(1, 

Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 

Adopted  2.4rd  March,  1921. 

Baths  and  Wash-houses  Act,  1849  18.  Adopted  Ihd  October,  1903. 
Various  Sections  of  P.A.A.A.  Act,  1907.  By  Order  April,  1909. 
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Notilications  of  Births  Act,  1907.  Adopted  1st  February,  1910. 

Bye-Laws  in  force. 

Pleasure  Grounds,  6th  January,  1903. 

Nuisances,  6th  June,  1905. 

Slaughterhouses,  6th  June,  1905. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops,  6th  June,  1905. 

George  Rose  Park  and  Owen  Recreation  Ground,  20th  January, 
1926. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925  (excepting  the  Adoptive  Sections  of 
the  Act). 

fVleat  and  Foods. 

This  work  is  efficiently  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
who  holds  the  diploma  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  There  are 
now  only  four  slaughterhouses  (two  licensed  and  two  registered) 
where  regular  slaughtering  takes  place.  These  are  visited  at 
regular  periods  and  whenever  slaughtering  is  in  progress.  188 
visits  have  been  made  to  inspect  pigs  killed  on  private  premises 
and  no  difficulty  has  been  met  with  in  obtaining  notihcation  prior 
to  slaughter.  Ihg  keepers  and  slaughtermen  are  well  acquanited 
with  the  regulations,  and  the  piggeries  are  visited  at  intervals  by 
the  Inspector, 

A considerable  quantit}"  of  meat  has  been  seized  and  destroyed 
during  the  year,  the  number  of  heads  dealt  with  being  above  the 
average  this  year.  The  total  weight  destroyed  being  2,220  lbs. 

The  practice  of  retailing  meat  from  the  small  general  shops 
appears  to  be  growing,  and  is  to  be  deprecated,  as  the  standard 
of  cleanliness  of  this  type  of  shop  is  not  very  high  for  dealing  with 
food  of  this  character.  The  handling  of  other  goods,  such  as  oil, 
potatoes,  vegetables,  tinned  goods,  etc.,  is  not  conducive  to  clean 
handling  of  the  meat,  as  no  washing  of  the  hands  takes  place  after 
dealing  with  articles  of  the  class  mentioned. 

Water  Supply. 

The  district  is  served  with  a continuous  supply  of  water  from 
the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Company.  The  supply  is  of  good 
quality.  Wells  are  not  in  use. 

In  most  of  the  common  yards  one  stand  pipe  supplies  the  needs 
of  the  tenants,  thus  giving  rise  to  much  inconvenience.  Taps 
should  be  provided  over  each  sink  and  in  each  separate  wash-house. 
This  is  being  gradually  done  as  houses  are  being  dealt  with  under 
the  Housing  Act.  A considerable  number  has  been  hxed  during  the 
year. 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops. 

There  are  33  retailers  registered  as  carrying  on  trade  within 
the  district  ; 14  of  these  reside  within  the  area. 

At  each  of  these  latter  places  separate  milk  stores  are  provided, 
and  have  been  well  maintained. 

Although  the  cowsheds  in  the  district  are  well  constructed  and 
maintained,  the  occupiers  do  not  as  yet  realise  the  importance  of 
gi\'ing  close  attention  to  detail  cleanliness,  such  as  daily  cleansing 
of  the  milking  stool  and  proper  storage  of  the  utensils  between 
milking  hours  to  avoid  contamination,  also  grooming  of  the  cattle 
and  clipping  of  the  hind  quarters.  However,  a decided  improve- 
ment has  been  noted  as  a result  of  frequent  \’isits. 

One  sample  taken  for  examination  was  reported  upon  adversely 
by  the  County  Council.  This  was  promptly  remedied  on  the  cow- 
keeper’s  attention  being  called  to  the  necessity  for  observing  the 
simple  rules  as  to  cleanliness  of  production. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

Nut  and  Bolt  making  is  the  staple  trade  of  the  district,  but 
there  are  also  constructional  engineers  who  turn  out  heavy  iron  and 
steel  work,  such  as  railway  station  roofs,  bridges,  cranes,  etc. 

The  following  are  the  principal  trades  carried  on  : — 

Nut  and  Bolt  Making. 

Bridge  and  Heavy  Iron  and  Steel  W'ork. 

Motor  Frame  Makers. 

Drop-stampings. 

Axle  and  Pulley  Works. 

Gun  Locks. 

Candle  and  Soap  Works. 

Rope  Making. 

Galvanized  Hollow-ware, 
fin-platc  and  Japanned  Ware. 

Studs,  Spindles  and  Screws. 

Brick-making  and  Pottery  Ware. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


(Other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1932. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

notihed 

Cases 

admittedto 

Hospital 

Total 

deaths 

Small  Pox 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

4 

1 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para- 

13 

2 

- — 

typhoid) 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

■ — 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

34 

— 

r* 

i 

Erysipelas 

2 

■ — - 

— 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  all  deaths  from 
the  disease  in  the  area  during  1932  : — 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 — 

1 — 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

5 — 

3 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 5—  

5 

6 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

25—  

1 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35—  

5 

2 

1 

— 

6 

3 

— 

— 

45 — 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

55 — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

' 

Totals  ... 

17 

18 

6 

2 

11 

6 

1 

27  cases  have  been  reported  as  admitted  for  treatment,  17 
males  and  10  females.  21  cases  were  notihed  as  discharged — 17 
males  and  8 females. 


• 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH.  M.  F. 


All  Causes  ...  ...  • 

103 

106 

1 Measles 

1 

2 Scarlet  P^ever 

1 

3 Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

o 

4^ 

4 Influenza 

4 

1 

5 Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

11 

6 

6 Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

7 General  paralysis  of  the  insane, 

• 

• 

tabes  dorsalis 

1 

— 

8 Cancer,  malignant  disease 

19 

17 

9 Diabetes  ... 

3 

10  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

6 

6 

11  Heart  Disease 

16 

14 

12  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

) 

6 

13  Bronchitis 

r- 

i 

8 

14  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

8 

5 

lo  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

• > 

1 

16  Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

— 

17  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

1 

— 

18  Appendicitis 

1 

o 

19  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

* • 

1 

20  Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

21  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

2 

22  Other  Puerperal  causes 

1 

23  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth. 

24  malformations,  etc. 

5 

8 

2o  Senility 

3 

6 

26  .Suicide 

1 

1 

27  Other  violence 

0 

• 

4 

28  Other  defined  diseases 

6 

6 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  : 

Total 

i 

14 

Legitimate 

14 

Live  Births  : 

T otal  ...  ...  ...  ... 

167 

178 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

162 

174 

Illegitimate 

b 

4 

Stillbirths  : — 

C!)  ^ 1.  •••  ••• 

4 

1 

Legitimate 

4 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  19,790 
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Comparative  Vital  Statistics  for  the  various  Districts  for  the  Year 

1932,  are  as  follows  : 


District 

! 

i 

1 

, Popula- 
' tion. 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

mortal- 

ity 

Tub 

erculosis 

Respira- 

tory. 

Other 

Diseases 

Darlaston  ... 

.i  19790 

17.43 

10.56 

60.87 

0.85 

0.15 

Wednesbury 

.1  32120 

18.7 

10.7 

86.1 

0.69 

0.28 

West  Bromwich  . 

. 82210 

18.5 

11.9 

96.8 

0.58 

0.09 

Oldburv  ... 

.1  37600 

19.4 

10.1 

91.5 

0.56 

0.05 

Tipton 

. 36440 

22.1 

13.0 

103.0 

0.95 

0.22 

Walsall 

.1104700 

19.15 

11.4 

72.8 

0.76 

0.18 

Bilston 

.i  31360 

21.40 

11.3 

76.0 

0.95 

0.19 

Willenhal) 

.i  21450 

20.8 

12.8 

83.0 

0.56 

0.23 

Sedcley 

. 19340 

14.9 

11.2 

96.8 

0.46 

0 053 

Coseley 

.i  25570 

18.1 

12.0 

103.44 

0.62 

0.04 

I am, 

Yours  obediently, 

\V.  S.  SLATER,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  DEPARTMENT. 
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Im- 

petigo. 

1 1 1 1 

Diph- 

theria. 

1 1 I— 1 1 

04 

Eczema. 

1 1 1 1 

04 

i 

Measles. 

CO  CO  1 1 1 

CO  LO 

00 

.Scarlet 

Fever. 

04  --H  1 1 04 

lO 

Chicken 

Pox. 

2 

12 

2 

1 

Mumps. 

1 1 

20 

3 

2 

25 

Whooping 

Cough. 

'O  CO  01  LO 

CO 

Dept. 

Infants 

Infants 

' 1 

Infants 

Junior  Girls 

Junior  Girls 
and  Infants 

1 

1 

! 

School. 

Dorsett  Road  ... 

Slater  Street  ... 

Darlaston  Green  ... 

Old  Church 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  Year  19112, 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  district  for  the  twelve  months  ending  the 
‘list  December,  19112. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  are  .‘l,o5o  water  closets  in  the  district  in  connection  with 
house  property,  the  total  number  of  dwelling-houses  being  4,397. 

In  addition  there  are  many  in  connection  with  the  various 
factories  and  works,  nearly  all  of  which  are  connected  to  the 
public  sewers  and  provided  with  approved  conveniences.  There 
are  one  or  two  exceptions  where  the  works  are  situated  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  sewers.  A two-gallon  flushing  tank  is  provided  in 
each  instance,  except  where  waste  water  closets  are  fixed.  There 
are  14(1  of  the  latter,  the  number  being  graduallv  reduced  as  defects 
develop  and  need  attention. 

The  whole  work  of  conversion  has  been  carried  out  under 
section  39  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  187"),  without  any  contribution 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

Moveable  receptacles  are  now  in  general  u.sc  for  the  collection 
of  domestic  refuse,  an  innovation  which  has  helped  considerabh' 
to  keep  the  cost  down,  as  it  is  more  systematic  in  operation,  and 
allows  of  better  supervision.  Despite  the  addition  of  over  S(.9 
houses  the  cost  of  removal  and  disposal  practically  remains  the  same 
per  house. 

The  “ open  system  ” of  refuse  disposal  remains  in  operation, 
all  refuse  being  tipped  on  to  land  which  will  eventuallv  be  re- 
claimed for  allotment  and  other  j)urposes.  The  land  reclaimed 
in  this  way  is  proving  very  remunerative  as  allotments. 

As  little  tipping  area  as  possible  is  exposed  at  one  time,  so  that 
little  or  no  nuisance  is  occasioned.  No  extra  labour  is  engaged  on 
the  tips,  but  it  would  be  of  considerable  help  if  relief  labour  were 
available  for  this  purpose. 


There  are  three  horse  teams  engaged  in  the  work,  the  staft 
consisting  of  three  drivers  and  four  men.  The  work  is  supervised 
by  your  assistant  inspector,  who.  is  responsible  for  reporting  any 
defects  in  connection  with  the  moveable  receptacles  provided. 

The  total  cost  of  refuse  removal  for  the  year  was  £1,314  13s.  8d., 
a reduction  of  £109  4s.  4d.  from  the  previous  year.  This  has  been 
brought  about  by  re-organisation  of  the  work,  enabling  us  to 
dispense  with  one  man.  This  would  have  been  further  reduced 
but  for  the  fact  that  we  have  included  in  the  costs,  the  purchase 
of  a horse  to  replace  one  which  was  unfit,  involving  us  in  a capital 
charge  of  £50. 


The  following  are  comparative  figures  for  the  past  five  years  ; 


Pop 

Houses 

Cost 

Per  House 

Per  Head 

1928 

19,520 

4,134 

1,385  7 

7 

6/8 

1/5 

1929 

19,620 

4,305 

1,334  10 

11 

6/4 

1/4 

1930 

19,620 

4,282 

1,364  5 

1 

6/4 

1 41 

1931 

20,060 

4,339 

1,423  18 

0 

6/6 

1/5 

1932 

19,790 

4,397 

1,314  13 

8 

5/11 

j 

1/4 

Refuse  Removal. 


MONTH. 

(1) 

Ash- 

pits 

emptied 

(n) 

No. of 
Mid- 
dens. 

(hi) 
No. of 
Cis- 
terns. 

(iv) 

P)ins 

emp- 

tied. 

(v) 

Loads 

of 

.\s  h es 

(Vi)  1 
Loads] 
N S 

January 

2 

24 

551 

_ 

February  ... 

1 

2 

7 

540 

1 

March 

o 

1 

1 

7 

507 

— 1 

April  

— 

1 

7 

39 

534 

1 

May  

2 

1 

5 

27 

505 

2 0 

June  

— 

2 

5 

43 

509 

2 1 

July  

1 

7 

5 

56 

483 

3 

August 

2 

2 

1 

18 

482 

— 

September  ... 

1 

3 

17 

453 

1 

October 

2 

2 

1 

16 

505 

— 

Noyember  ... 

— 

3 

12 

521 

— - 

December  ... 

— 

1 

2 

13 

505 

1 

Totals,  1932 

9 

19 

37 

279 

6095 

11 

The  figure  under  column  (4)  should  be  considerably  reduced 
as  the  houses  at  Herberts  Park  have  now  been  connected  to  the 
new  sewer  extension.  The  figures  under  Cols.  (1),  (2)  and  (3)  are 
accounted  for  by  one  or  two  houses  and  works  lying  beyond  reach 
of  the  sewers. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  infectious 

diseases  have 

been  reported  and 

investigated  : 

No. 

Moved  to  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Imver 

19 

4 

Diphtheria 

13 

2 

Pneumonia 

34 

— 

F2rysipelas 

2 

— ■ 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

2 

Tuberculo.sis  (Pulmonary) 

35 

— 

All  deaths  from  T.B.  are  immediately  notified  to  us  by  the 
Registrar,  who  receives  a special  fee  of  2d.  per  notification.  Dis- 
infection of  the  premises  and  bedding  is  then  carried  out.  This 
arrangement  has  been  in  operation  from  1913,  since  when  399 
cases  have  been  reported,  15  having  been  notified  by  the  registrar 
during  1932. 

Disinfection  of  the  premises  is  also  carried  out,  when  change 
of  address  of  a T.B.  patient  is  reported. 

159  rooms  have  been  disinfected  during  the  year,  and  37 
premises  treated  for  verminous  conditions.  The  apparatus  at  the 
Hospital  has  been  in  use  on  97  occasions. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  inspection  of  factories  is  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Factory  Inspector,  who  reports  to  the  District  Council  any  sanitary 
defects  or  other  matters  coming  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Local  Authority. 

The  following  sanitary  or  structural  defects  have  been  reported 
by  H.M.  Inspector  during  the  year  : — 


J^tEFFX'TS. 

ACTION  TAKEN. 

1 . No  proper  doors  and  fasteners  to 
women’s  conveniences. 

Doors  and  fasteners  fixed. 

2.  No  screening  of  approaclies  to  women’s 

Screens  erected  to  cover 

conveniences 

entrances. 

.‘F  Defective  pedestal  and  drainage 

.\mended. 

4.  Inadecjuate  flush  to  convenience 

Automatic  flush  re-adjusted. 

Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses. 


NUMBt 

:r  of  defects. 

Particulars. 

Reported. 

Remedied. 

1.  No  proper  sanitary  accommodation 

1 

2 conveniences 
erected. 

2.  Sanitary  accommodation  unsuitable 

1 

Outstanding. 

3.  Defective  Drainage  ... 

1 

Covered  drain  laid. 

WORKSHOPS. 

4 

Bakehouses  : Defective  floor  surface 

2 

O 

Lack  of  cleanliness 

3 

3 

Workshops  : Lack  of  cleanliness 

6 

6 

Defective  roof  and  brickwork 

2 

2 1 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the 
Smoke  Abatement  Act,  although  several  nuisances  have  been 
observed  and  attention  drawn  to  them.  With  two  exceptions 
the  stoking  was  at  fault  and  an  intimation  to  the  hrms  in  question 
brought  about  the  desired  result,  the  personal  element  being  at  fault. 

In  two  instances  defects  of  installation  are  responsible  for 
some  considerable  nuisance  at  times,  but  to  bring  about  an  im- 
provement considerable  capital  outlay  would  be  necessary.  It 
is  hoped  that  as  trade  improves  the  firms  in  question  will  carry 
out  the  desired  improvements  in  the  one  case  by  the  provision  of 
a larger  boiler  and  furnace  to  avoid  overloading,  and  in  the  other 
by  amending  the  furnace  and  carrying  away  the  fumes  to  a greater 
height. 

The  installation  of  oil  furnaces  in  most  of  the  works  has  done 
much  in  recent  years  to  raise  that  canopy  of  smoke  which  was 
typical  of  the  “ Black  Country.” 

Rag  Flock  Acts. 

These  Acts  prohibit  the  sale  or  use  for  the  purpose  of  making 
any  article  of  upholstery,  cushions,  or  bedding,  of  unclean  flock 
manufactured  from  rags — flock  being  defined  as  flock  produced 
wholly  or  partly  by  tearing  up  woven  or  knitted  or  felted  mateiials, 
whether  old  or  new. 


The  use  of  such  materials  in  the  district  is  limited  to  one  or  two 
upholstery  firms  wdiose  premises  are  visited  at  intervals  in  con- 
nection with  w’orkshop  inspection. 

Rag  flock  is  not  manufactured  in  the  district. 

Canal  Boats. 

A branch  of  the  Birmingham  Canal  Navigations  runs  through 
the  whole  length  of  the  northern,  eastern  and  western  portions  of 
the  town,  but  there  are  no  locks  on  this  section  of  the  waterway. 


Most  of  the  canal  traffic  to  the  wharves  within  the  district  is  by 
unregistered  boats,  the  exceptions  being  those  delivering  timber 
and  oil.  The  result  is  that  one  has  to  depend  on  meeting  a 
registered  boat  during  a casual  \ isit  to  the  wharves  or  along  tlie 
canal. 

1 registered  boat  has  been  examined  but  no  contravention  of 
acts  or  regulations  w'as  reported. 

Water  Supply. 

The  di.strict  is  served  with  a continuous  supply  of  water  from 
the  South  Staffordshire  Water  W'orks  Company.  The  supply  is  of 
good  quality.  Wells  are  not  in  use. 

In  most  of  the  common  yards  there  is  one  stand  pipe  for  the  use 
of  the  several  tenants.  This  arrangement  is  a source  of  much 
inconvenience,  especially  on  w’ashing  days,  and  taps  should  be 
provided  over  each  sink.  A considerable  number  has  been  so  ]iro- 
\ ided  during  the  year  in  accordance  with  notices  served  by  the 
departrnent,  and  as  properties  are  dealt  with  under  the  Housing 
Act,  this  provision  still  continues  to  be  called  for. 


Slaughterhouses. 

Meat  and  Foods. 

_ There  are  4 licensed  and  fl  registered  slaughterhouses  on  the 
register.  There  are  only  4 however,  in  regular  use.  2 licensed  and 
2 registered,  the  remainder  not  having  been  used  at  all. 


No  beef  carcases  are  dressed  in  the  area,  the  animals  slaughtered 
being  pigs,  sheep  and  a few  calves. 
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During  the  year  the  following  animals  have  been  slaughtered 
and  inspected  in  the  district 


Pigs,  4,425  ; Sheep,  326  ; Calves,  21. 

335  pigs  have  been  killed  on  private  premises, 
recorded  being  as  follows  : — 


5 occupiers  killed 


1 pig 

2 pigs 


/ 

3 

5 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 


> f 

y ) 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 


y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

} y 


6 

r* 

i 

8 

10 

12 

13 

10 

17 


y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y « 

y y 


the  number 

Total 

5 

32 

21 

32 

35 

42 

21 

40 

20 

12 

39 

19 

17 


335 

The  following  meat  and  food  stuffs  have  been  seized  and 
destroyed  as  unht  for  human  consumption  : 

Pigs’  heads  (tubercular).  111  ; Frys  (tubercular),  77  ; Livers,  3. 

Sheep,  1 (dropiscal  and  emaciated)  ; 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  ...  2,220  lbs. 

A gas  incinerator,  capable  of  dealing  with  1 cwt.  per  hour, 
has  been  hxed  at  the  rear  of  the  Town  Hall,  and  which  is  used  for 
the  destruction  of  all  condemned  meat.  The  apparatus  is  entirelv 
satisfactory  and  does  not  give  rise  to  any  smoke  or  smell  while  in 
operation. 

There  are  no  meat  stalls  in  the  market  itself. 


DAIRIES.  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  33  retail  purveyors  of  milk  registered  as  carrying  on 
trade  within  the  district,  14  of  whom  reside  within  the  district. 
Supplementary  milk  licenses  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders 
liave  been  issued  as  under  : — 

Crade  A ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

A TT  3 

f ^ J.  ji.  A.  JL  •••  •••  ••• 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Separate  milk  stores  are  provided  at  all  registered  premises 
and  these  have  been  found  to  be  well  kept. 

There  are  4 cowkeepers  in  the  district  and  the  total  number 
of  animals  kept  varies  from  1(5  to  24.  Structurally,  the  premises 
are  reasonably  satisfactory  as  regards  floors,  drainage,  mangers, 
but  as  in  three  instances  the  structures  have  been  adapted  from 
old  buildings  with  a careful  eye  on  expenditure,  they  are  perhaps 
not  quite  all  that  could  be  desired.  One  would  like  to  see  the 
removal  of  all  wooden  stall  fittings,  which  become  liable  to  fouling 
with  manure,  and  the  substitution  of  tubular  fittings,  together 
with  an  automatic  and  separate  water  supply  for  each  animal. 

One  complaint,  re  dirty  milk,  was  recei\’ed  from  the  County 
Authorities,  who  undertake  the  examination  and  collection  of 
samples  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations.  The  sam])Ie 
having  been  taken  at  the  premises  of  one  of  our  cowkeepers. 

On  investigation  it  was  found  that  this  was  due  to  lack  of 
attention  to  those  details  which  should  be  part  of  the  daily  routine 
of  every  cowkeeper,  i.e.,  cleansing  of  the  udders  and  flanks  of  the 
animals,  scrubbing  of  the  milking  stools  and  sterilisation  of  utensils 
and  washing  of  the  hands  before  milking.  These  points,  with 
others,  have  been  stressed  many  times,  but  unfortunately  get  some- 
what overlooked  after  a time.  Samples  taken  at  a later  date  were 
reported  upon  as  quite  satisfactory  and  above  the  average. 

SCHOOLS. 


There  are  six  Elementary 

Schools 

in  the 

district  and  one 

Intermediate.  The  accommodation  prov 

ided  is 

as  follows 

; — 

Hoys 

(iiiis 

Mixed 

Infants 

Intermediate,  Salisbury  St. 

- — 

, 

400 

Elementary  : 

Slater  Street  ... 

0(50 



- - - 

.4.4(5 

Dorsett  Road  (Cookery 

and  Laundry  Rooms)... 

— 

(500 

— 

.4.")0 

All  Saints 

— 

■ — 

.410 

Parish  Church 

218 

41  1 

. 

R.C.  Schools  ... 

107 

The  (ireen 

108 

.47(5 

- - - 



The  sanitary  arrangements  are  inspected  at  frecjuent  intervals 
and  disinfection  of  the  class  rooms  carried  out  as  and  when  required. 

The  Sch<^\  Clinic  is  at  St.  (icorges  Street  Schools,  and  the 
Dental  Clinic  at  Slater  Street. 
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There  is  a Handicraft  Training  Centre  at  Slater  Street,  also 
at  the  Intermediate  Schools,  Salisbury  Street. 

Pleasure  Grounds. 

There  are  several  parks  and  open  spaces  in  the  town,  well  laid 
out  and  maintained. 

Centrally  situated  near  the  Town  Hall  are  two  small  pleasure 
grounds,  well  laid  out,  one  being  provided  with  a band  stand,  local 
bands  being  engaged  during  the  summer  months.  The  old  football 
held  adjoining,  is  used  for  recreation  purposes,  for  the  school 
children’s  games  and  events  of  general  interest. 

The  George  Rose  Park,  some  30  acres  in  extent,  is  situated 
in  the  Catherine’s  Cross  Ward,  and  was  reclaimed  from  pit  mounds 
It  is  now  well  laid  out,  playing  helds  provided,  tennis  courts,  flower 
gardens,  and  children’s  recreation  ground.  Swings,  see-saws, 
roundabouts  have  been  provided. 

The  Owen  Park,  in  the  Green  Ward,  is  approximately  three 
acres  in  extent  and  was  provided  by  the  manufacturer  whose  name 
it  bears.  It  is  a most  valuable  open  space  in  a congested  area. 

A Memorial  Park  or  “ Garden  of  Rest  ” has  been  provided  in 
the  Central  Ward  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  E.  Owen.  It 
has  been  magnihcently  laid  out  and  provided  with  shelters,  seats, 
etc.,  and  has  been  taken  over  by  the  Council  for  the  beneht  of  the 
town. 

Picture  Palaces. 

There  are  two  picture  palaces  in  the  district.  Thorough 
inspections  were  made  of  these  premises  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  when  attention  was  drawn  in  one  instance  to  certain  disrepairs. 
They  have  also  been  visited  at  intervals  and  have  been  found  to  be 
well  maintained  and  efficiently  ventilated.  Extractor  fans  are  used 
at  both  places  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  means  of  ventilation. 

A suggestion  has  been  made  that  an  additional  convenience  be 
provided  for  females  at  one  of  these  places.  Vacuum  cleaners  are 
provided  in  both  instances  and  are  used  for  the  carpets  and  up- 
holstered chairs.  The  floors,  etc.,  are  cleansed  daily  and  premises 
thoroughly  ventilated  between  performances. 

HOUSING. 

The  total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  district  is  4,397. 
302  of  these  are  of  the  single  type  with  no  through  ventilation. 
4,015  are  “ through  ” houses  (799  being  Council  houses).  80  are 
of  the  back-to-back  type. 
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The  sleeping  accommodation  provided  by  the  above  houses 
is  as  follows  : — 

109  houses  have  1 bedroom. 

1851  ,,  2 bedrooms. 

,,  •>  ,, 

203  ,,  over  3 bedrooms. 

The  average  rents  paid  for  these  houses  : — 

1 bedroom  houses  4/-  to  5/6  per  week. 

2 ,,  5/- to  0/9 

3 „ 7/6  to  12/6 

The  following  is  a schedule  showing  the  number  of  houses 
still  remaining  unsold,  types  and  rents  charged. 

1924  Housing  Scheme. 

Schedule  showing  number  of  houses  and  types. 


13/5  Gr.  10/1  Gr.  8/7  Gr.  0/1  Gr. 

9/- Net  7/-  Net.  0/-  Net  (5/6  Net  7/(5  Gr.  Total 


Addenbrooke  St. 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Midland  Road 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Wesson  Road 

— 

21 

— 

— 

— 

21 

Hemmings  Street  ... 

— 

10 

— 

~ 

— 

10 

Willenhall  Street  ... 

— 

18 

— 

— 

— 

18 

(larrington  Street  ... 

— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Rough  Hay  Road  ... 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Yardlev  Street 

— 

99 

— 

— 



99 

Stafford  Road 

— 

12 

— 

— 



12 

Owen  Street 

— 

6 

— 



16 

Marston  Avenue 

15 

1 

— 

16 

Charles  Foster  St.  ... 

— 

37 

— 



3 / 

Peach  Avenue 

— 

20 

— 

20 

Bentley  Road 

— 

i 

— 

— 

7 

Moxley 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Bradshaw  Avenue  ... 

— 

15 

8 

_ 

23 

Sproat  Avenue 

— 

~ 

10 

-- 

10 

Wells  Avenue 

— 

23 

— 

_ 

23 

Stanbury  Avenue  ... 

— 

45 



45 

Herberts  Park  Road 

4 

— 



_ 

4 

Heathfield  Lane  M'est 

43 

— 

___ 

43 

Wiley  Avenue 

— 

— 

10 

_ 

10 

Berrv  Avenue 

— 

— 

82 

8*^ 

Olebe  Place 

— 

8 

s 

Forge  Road 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Herberts  Park  Rd. 

— 

— 

_ 

18 

18 

Cope  Street 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Totals 

4 

344 

134 

1 

18 

50 1 

30 


% 

1919  Housing  Scheme. 


Schedule  showing  Number  of  Houses  and  Types. 


Property 

13/5  Gross 

9/-  Net 

10/1  Gross 

11-  Net 

Total 

Station  Street 
Simmonds  Place 

24 

30 

King  Edward  Street  ... 

5 

— 

5 

Dorsett  Road 

6 

— 

6 

Dorsett  Road  Terrace 

— 

18 

18 

Stafford  Road 

22 

22 

Partridge  Avenue 

4 

22 

26 

Park  Road  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Heathfield  Lane 

1 

8 

0 

Woods  Bank  Terrace 

_ 

8 

8 

Moxley 

10 

— 

10 

T otals  ...  ... 

33 

104 

137 

1930  Housing  Scheme. 

Schedule  showing  Number  of  Houses  and  Types. 


Property 

6/6  Gross 

6/-  Gross 

Total 

Rough  Hay  Road 

_ 

6 

6 

Willenhall  Street 

10 

— 

10 

Rough  Hay  Road 

9 

— 

9 

T otals  ...  ... 

19 

6 

25 

Houses  erected  by  the  Darlaston  Urban  District  Council. 

(Sold  and  unsold). 

Catherines  Cross  Ward  : 

Moxley  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  b> 

Moxley  Road  Terrace  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Moxley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  d 

Heathheld  Lane  and  Heathfield  Lane  West  ...  55 

Park  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  -f 

Partridge  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  ... 
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• 

Herberts  Park  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

vStanbury  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Wells  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Glebe  Place  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  S 

Forge  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Bradshaw  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Sproat  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Off  Foundry  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Wiley  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Berry  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 


Total— 411 


Central  Ward  : 

Stafford  Road 
Dorsett  Road  ... 
Dorsett  Road  Terrace 
King  Edward  Street 
Charles  Foster  Street 
Peach  Avenue 
Marston  Avenue 


The  Green  Ward  : 

Addenbrooke  Street 
Rough  Hay  Road 
Wesson  Road  ... 
llemmings  Street 
IMidland  Road 
Yardley  Street 
Willenhall  Street  Extension 
Carrington  Street 
Bentley  Road 
Owen  Street  ... 


All  Saints'  Ward  : 

Cope  Street 
Station  Street 


46 

8 

18 

8 

43 

32 

21 


Total — 176 


10 

21) 

23 

10 

6 

22 

32 

20 

10 

16 

Total — 178 


4 

...  30  — 

Total — 34 

Grand  Total — 71)1) 


Table  indicating  progress  in  Housing  since  January,  1920. 


By 

Local  Authority 

under  Assisted 

By  Private  Enterprise. 

H 

ousing 

Scheme 

s. 

1 

Asssisted 

1923  Act 

1923 

Unas- 

Year 

1919 

and 

1930 

Total 

sisted 

Sub- 

Sub- 

Loan 

1924 

Total 

Com- 

ending 

Act 

1924 

Act 

sidy 

sidy 

only 

Act 

bined 

Dec. 

H’ses 

Act 

H’ses 

only 

and 

yearly 

Loan 

• 

Totals 

1920 

16 

16 

16 

1921 

96 

— 



96 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

96 

1922 

80 

— 

— 

30 

4 



— • 

— 

— 

4 

34 

1928 



— 



— 

6 

6 

• — 

— 

— • 

12 

12 

1924 





• — 

1 

14 

— • 

— 

15 

15 

1925 



25 



25 

1 

8 

— 

9 

34 

1926 



96 



96 

1 

17 

— 

— 

18 

114 

1927 



84 

— 

84 

5 

25 

— 

— 

— 

30 

114 

1928 

— 

91 

■ — • 

91 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

91 

1929 

— 

68 

— ■ 

68 

— 

4 

• — • 

— 

— 

4 

72 

1980 

— 

90 

— 

90 

— 

6 

— ■ 

— 

— 

6 

96 

1981 

— 

62 

• — • 

62 

8 

— • 

• — ■ 

— 

— 

8 

70 

1982 

— 

115 

26 

141 

15 

— 

— 

— 

15 

156 

Totals, 

Council  Houses  : 799  ; 

Private  Enterprise 

121 

920 

Housing  Act,  1930. 


The  following  is  a schedule  of  dwelling  houses  dealt  with  under 
Part  IT  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  (Insanitary  houses  not  included 
in  any  Clearance  or  Improvement  Area). 


Dwelling  Houses  demolished  : Number.  Persons  displaced. 


Catherines  Cross,  Bethel  Cottage  1 

High  Street,  Court  2,  house  7 1 

High  Street,  Court  2,  house  8 1 

James  Bridge,  3 ...  ...  1 

Heathheld  Lane,  8 ...  ...  1 

* Pinfold  Street,  rear  41  ...  1 

*Wood’s  Bank,  Court  2,  house  2 1 

Foundry  Street,  19  ...  ...  1 

*Catherine’s  Cross,  13  ...  1 

Crainphill,  Court  3,  house  1 ...  1 


9 


4 


o 

4 


r 


5 

3 

9 


3 


DweVhg  Houses  demolished  : 

Number. 

Persons  displaced 

(iiles  Square,  7 

1 

— 

*Giles  Square,  S 

J 

8 

*High  Street,  0 

1 

r' 

i) 

High  Street,  7 

1 

() 

*Bush  Street,  4 

1 

4 

*Bush  Street,  5 

1 

4 

Bush  Street,  h 

1 

— 

*Church  Street,  Court  2,  house  1 

1 

() 

*BelI  Street,  Court  2,  house  1 ... 

I 

8 

*Be]l  Street,  Court  2,  house  2 ... 

1 

h 

*Bell  Street,  Court  2,  house  .4  ... 

1 

Bell  Street,  1 

1 

— 

*Alma  Street,  24 

1 

8 

23 


Closed  but  not  yet  demolished  : 


*Xe\v  Street,  Court  7,  house  2 ... 

1 

8 

New  Street,  Court  7,  house  .3  ... 

1 

1 

*Blockall,  Court  J,  house  2 

1 

8 

*Blockall,  Court  1,  house  3 

Parts  Closed  Section  20)  : 

1 

4 

4 

*New  Street,  37 

1 

5 

*Willenhall  Street,  Court  4,  house  1 

1 

4 

*\Mllenhall  Street,  Court  4,  liouse  3 

1 

5 

Cross  Street,  18 

1 

5 

Willenhall  Street,  29  ... 

1 

(; 

Foster  Street,  18 

1 

4 

Bell  Street,  rear  48 

1 

2 

Catherine’s  Cross,  rear  99 

1 

5 

*\\'olverhampton  Street,  30 

1 

4 

*\Volverhampton  Street,  32 

1 

r- 

/ 

*\Volverhampton  vStreet,  129 

1 

4 

* Foundry  Street,  Court  1,  house  1 

1 

5 

*F'oundry  Street,  Court  1,  liouse  2 

1 

9 

*Great  Croft  Street,  J1 

1 

o 

*Station  Street,  75 

1 

8 

*\Vood’s  Bank,  rear  17 

1 

5 

1() 

209 

Total  number 
displaced. 

34 


Houses  dealt  with  but  awaiting  accommodation  : 

New  Street,  Court  5,  houses  1 & 2 2 

Catherine’s  Cross,  rear  106  ...  ] 

Moxley,  Court  1,  11,  12  ...  2 

5 

*These  cases  have  been  re-housed  in  the  20  houses  erected  at 
Rough  Hay  under  the  Housing  Act,  1930. 


Those  cases  not  marked  with  an  asterisk  (*)  have  been  re- 
housed in  houses  of  the  1924  type  erected  bythe  Council,  the  occupier 
paying  the  ordinary  rents  charged  for  houses  of  this  type.  Those 
marked  have  been  accommodated  in  houses  of  the  1930  type 
erected  at  Rough  Hay,  in  all  a total  of  26. 


In  the  case  of  those  1930  houses  erected  for  re-housing  purposes, 
six  are  let  at  a gross  rental  of  6/-  a week  and  20  at  6/6  gross. 


Owing  to  the  fact  that  schemes  are  now  being  held  up  for  the 
erection  of  houses  of  the  1924  type,  and  that  it  has  not  been  possible 
to  carry  out  any  scheme  for  re-housing,  it  is  a little  difficult  to  make 
progress  in  securing  the  demolition  of  unht  and  unhealthy  dwellings. 
Many  of  these  court  houses  are  in  a very  dilapidated  and  un- 
satisfactory condition,  but  it  would  not  be  policy  at  this  juncture 
to  call  on  owners  to  carry  out  extensive  repairs  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  at  an  early  date  it  is  hoped  to  secure  the  closure  and  demolition 
of  many  of  these  houses.  Minor  repairs  only  are  being  called  for 
such  as  repairs  to  roofs,  spouting,  drainage  and  other  such  sanitarv 
defects  as  affect  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  occupiers. 


Our  ehorts  up  to  now  have  been  conhned  to  securing  the  demoli- 
tion of  the  individual  unht  house,  rather  than  groups  or  areas  of 
undesirable  property  — houses  which  are  structurally  bad. 
obstructive  in  character  and  impeding  light  and  ventilation  to 
adjoining  houses  of  a better  type.  They  are  houses  which  no 
measure  of  reconstruction  can  make  ht.  Houses  already  dealt  with 
will  be  found  set  out  in  the  schedule.  The  position  with  regard  to 
many  of  these  houses  becomes  increasingly  difficult  as  structural 
defects  become  more  obvious  and  aggravated.  Many  owners 
realise  that  the  life  of  this  property  is  now  comparatively  short, 
and  are  therefore  reluctant  to  spend  money  on  keeping  it  reasonably 
ht — in  fact  a great  deal  of  neglect  is  apparent  in  this  respect. 


.'^things  are  at  present  it  is  of  little  use  bringing  any  numl^er 
of  these  houses  forward  for  action  unless  accommodarion  can  be 
provided  by  the  local  authority,  and  this  it  is  impossible  to  do  for 
the  time  being  owing  to  the  temporary  suspension  of  building 
schemes.  As  will  be  seen  by  striding  the  tables  given  herewith, 
advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  1 924  housing  schemes  by  trans- 
fering  tenants  of  unfit  houses  who  were  in  a position  to  pay  the 
rent  asked.  However  we  have  reached  even  a deadlock  here, 
owing  to  these  1924  schemes  having  been  held  up. 


In  order  to  get  over  the  difficulties  which  now  confront  us,  it 
is  desirable  that  the  Council  proceed  to  erect  houses  of  the  1980 
type  for  re-housing  purposes.  The  Ministry  would  appear  to  be 
offering  every  inducement  to  local  authorities  to  erect  houses  of  the 
1980  type,  while  at  the  same  time  discouraging  them  from  putting 
up  more  houses  of  the  1924  type.  Both  types  have  been  helpful 
in  dealing  with  this  problem  of  slum  clearance.  As  a first  instal- 
ment towards  this  problem  of  clearance  it  is  suggested  that  a site 
be  developed  for  at  least  oO  houses.  Should  we  only  deal  with 
houses  of  the  back-to-back  type  practically  all  of  these  would  be 
needed  for  the  dispossessed  tenants,  as  we  now  have  80  houses  of 
this  type  in  the  district. 


However  there  are  many  of  the  single  court  houses  in  far  worse 
structural  condition  than  these  particular  houses,  so  that  we 
should  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  the  requisite  number  for 
demolition. 


There  are  still  80  courts  in  the  district  with  a matter  of  4.88 
court  houses  including  the  houses  on  the  front,  and  if  we  omit 
these,  a matter  of  .840  houses  in  the  courts.  Not  ah  of  these  call 
for  demolition  but  at  least  200  of  the  number  should  be  closed  and 
demolished  as  it  is  impossible  with  the  area  a\'ailable  and  the  lack 
of  suitable  arrangements  such  as  sanitary,  wash-house  and  internal 
accommodation,  to  obtain  a reasonably  fit  dwelling.  Danq)- 
proof  courses  are  unknown,  the  brickwork  is  worn  out,  badly 
perished  and  the  houses  con.seciuently  damp  and  unhealthy.  There 
is  no  through  ventilation  in  but  very  few  instances,  light  and  free 
circulation  of  air  is  unsatisfactory  and  inadc(}uate,  and  many 
are  overcrowded. 

If  the  Housing  Act  of  19.89  means  anything  at  ah.  it  certainly 
calls  for  the  demolition  of  many  of  tliesc  houses  a.s  being  detii- 
mental  to  public  health. 


Housing  9.  ^ 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

[ci)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 .">0 

(h)  As  part  of  Municipal  scheme  ...  ...  ] l.> 

,,  Re-housing  scheme  ...  ...  2b 

(c)  Privately  ...  ...  ...  ...  1;> 


All  these  houses  have  been  completed  and  are  now  occupied. 


Schedule  of  Proceedings. 

1.  Inpsection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ... 

[b]  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  [a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recor- 
ded under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 
1 09*^ 

.L  •••  •••  •••  *•* 


8 7 5- 
591 


14b 


[h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  174 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  of 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  71 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  281> 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
.consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  185 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

A. — Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930  : — 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  97 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

[a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

{}))  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  b 
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B^^Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  229 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  ser\'ice  of  formal  notices  :■ — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  197 

(b)  Bv  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  15 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1930 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenement  or  room  having  been  ren- 
dered tit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

E.  — Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  tit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  Nil 

F. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  lit  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-hou‘ 

of  Demolition  Orders 


Nil 
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SANITARY  WORK. 

Complied  with 


Visits 

Notices 

1 

i 

in  1 

Infor  'al 

Final 

Overcrowding 

74 

12 

10 

Defective  paving 

67 

58 

20 

28 

18 

Defective  drains 

89 

85 

12 

67 

11 

Drain  stoppages 

485 

485 

— 

485 

— 

Defects  : sanitary  conveniences  ... 

209 

171 

44 

152 

32 

Spouting  defects 

65 

54 

8 

44 

6 

Structural  defects 

271 

227 

89 

157 

76 

Ashbins  : defective 

177 

32 

121 

30 

Dampness  : roofs  and  brickwork 

98 

77 

29 

44 

21 

Verminous  conditions  ... 

32 

22 

• — ■ 

22 

— 

Stagnant  water  ; cellars 

18 

6 

1 

5 

1 

Cellars  lilled  in 

4 

4 

4 

— 

Piggeries  and  pigs  : 

Improperly  kept  ... 

14 

8 

2 

6 

2 

Defective  drainage 

12 

12 

4 

8 

4 

Slaughterhouses 

586 

4 

■ 

4 

• — 

Bakehouses 

34 

5 

— ■ 

5 

■ — 

Dairies 

116 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Cowsheds 

52 

10 

1 

9 

1 

Factories  and  Workshops 

76 

20 

1 

18 

1 

Schools 

22 

9 

w 

— ■ 

2 

— 

Picture  Palaces 

14 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Fish  shops 

63 

11 

1 

10 

1 

Smoke  nuisances 

32 

5 

■ — ■ 

3 

— 

Insanitary  slop  sills 

89 

78 

8 

61 

() 

Fixed  lights  ... 

104 

97 

14 

70 

10 

Trade  nuisances 

16 

16 

1 

14 

1 

In  a district  such  as  this  it  is  only  natural  that  there  should  be 
a large  number  of  structural  and  sanitary  defects,  as  most  of  the 
houses  are  \^ery  old  ; and  many  outbuildings,  such  as  sanitary 
conveniences,  wash-houses,  taps,  yards,  etc.,  are  used  in  common, 
as  many  as  three  houses  sharing  such  accommodation.  The  same 
care  and  attention  is  not  so  evident  as  when  each  house  has  its  own 
conveniences.  Such  httings  as  approved  sanitary  conveniences, 
earthenware  sinks  and  covered  drains  were  almost  unknown 
until  recnnt  years,  and  as  yet  much  neglect  and  misuse  is  apparent 
—necessitating  a great  deal  of  supervision  and  time  in  getting 
them  put  into  order  again. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING.  CATHERINE’S  CROSS  WARD 
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SHOWING  DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  AND  DEATH  RATES  OF  CHILDREN  TO 
1,000  DEATHS  FOR  1932  AND  PRECEDING  YEARS. 
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Deaths  of 
children 
under  1 year 
per  1000  of 
total  deaths 
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children  of 
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der  5 years 

Deaths  of 
children  of 

1 and  under 

5 years 
per  1000  of 
total  deaths 
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